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Rura &§ rigui placeant in Vallibus Amnes, 
Flumina amem Sylvafque inglorius-—-— Virg. | 


Aftoral Poetry not. only amufes the Fanéy 
% | P the moft delightfully, but is likewife more 


Land, where our Ears are foothed with the Melody 


our Eyes enchanted with flowery Meadows and 
{pringing Greens; - we are laid under cool Shades, 
and entertained with atl the Sweets and Frethnefs 
of Nature. It is a Dream, ’tis a Vifion, which we 
with may be real, and we believe that it is true. 


with thefe Imaginations, when we were laft in the 
Country, that fhe loft her Reft by liftening-to Nigh- 


Chamber, and had a tame Lamb ronhing after her 
up and down the Honfe. | ufed all gentle Methods 


of turning Shepherd my felf, when I read 
) my. Age 
perience have armed me againft any Temp- 


hereto 


Virgil and Throcritus at Oxford. But as 


an 
tation to the 


§ faid Defign, ought to obferve, if they would follow 
the Steps of the Shepherds and Shepherdeffes of an- 


cient Times, 


f a In order to form a right Judgmert of Paftoral 


: & Poetry, it will be neceffary to caft back our Eyes 
= on the firftAges of the World. For fince that way 
:i@ of Life is not now in Being, we muft enquire into 
the manner of it when it actually didexift. Before 
. @ Mankind was forined into large Socicties, or Cities: 
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indebted to it than any other fort whatfo- 


ever. It tranfports us into.a kind of Fairy. . 
‘were 


of Birds, bleating Flocks, and purling Streams ;— 


| Mrs. Cornelia Lizard’s Head was fo far turned 
‘tingals; the kept a Pair of Turtles cooing in her. 


to bring her to her. felf; as having had a Defign 


e Paftoral Life, 1 can now with the 
— Safety confider it-; and fhall lay down fach | 
Rules, as thofe of my-Readers, who havethe afore- 


fhall find it unpleafant. 


: were built, and Commerce eftablithed, the: Wealth 


of the World confifted chiefly in Flocks and Herds. 
The tending of thefe, we find, to have been the 
Employment of the firft Princes, whofe Subjeé&s 
heep and Oxen, and their Dominions the 
adjoining Vales. -As they lived in great Affluence 
and Eafe, we may prefame that they enjoyed fuch 


_ Pleafures as that Condition afforded, free and unin- 


terrupted. Their Manner of Life gavethem Vigour 
of Body and Serenity of Mind. The Abundance 
they were poffeft of fecured them from Avarice, 
Ambition or Envy ; they could fcarce have any 
Anxieties or Contentions, where every one had 
more than he could tell what to do with. Love 
indeed might. occafion fome Rivalfhips amongit 


_ them, becaufe many Lovers fix upon one Obdjeé, 
for the Lofs of which they will be fatisfied with 


‘no Compenfation. Otherwife it was.a State of 


Eafe, Innocence and Contentment ; where Plenty 


begot Pleafure, and Pleafare ot Singing, and 
Singing begot Poetry, and Poot begot Pleafure 


Thus happy was the firftRace of Men, but rude | 


withal and uncultivated. For. before they could’ 


make any confiderable ProgrefS in Arts and Scien- 


"ces, the Tranquility of the Rural Life was deftroyed 


by turbulent and ambitious Spirits ; who, having | 
built Cities, r:ifed Armies, and ftudied Policies of | 
State, made Vaflals of the defencelefs Shepherds, 


and rendered that which was before eafie and unre- 


ftrained, a mean, laborious, miferable Condition. — 
Hence, if we contider the Paftoral Period before 
Learning, we fhall find it unpolithed ; if after, we 
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